[The anti-HCV assay in viral hepatitis and hepatoma and the relationship between HCV infection and blood transfusion].
Two hundred cases of various kinds of viral hepatitis and hepatocellular carcinoma were tested for serum anti-HCV. The positive rates of anti-HVC in patients with severe hepatitis and patients with cirrhosis were 42.86% and 46.15%, respectively. They were significantly higher than those in patients with other kinds of hepatitis (P < 0.05). The positive rate of anti-HCV was 67.5% in patients with posttransfusion hepatitis, 20.47% in healthy blood donors. In posttransfusion hepatitis B it was only 2.5%. Our results demonstrated that blood transfusion played an important role in transmitting HCV. Our findings also indicated that dual infection of HBV and HCV was important in the course of chronic hepatitis, cirrhosis and severe hepatitis. 50% of the anti-HCV positive patients with chronic hepatitis had slightly elevated serum alanine aminotransferase level. This showed that liver damage caused by HCV may be a chronic course.